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Prayer for Members of the Armed Forces

O God Almighty, the Creator and Ruler of the Universe, we ask that you will
Strengthen and protect the members of the Armed Forces of the United States of
America. In the day of battle may they be courageous and strong, resourceful and
Capable, resolute and victorious. In the time of peace may they serve with dignity and
Honor, as effective emissaries of good will for this Nation. May their devotion and
Loyalty to You and to their homeland inspire them in moments of challenge, and
Comfort them in tribulation and long separation from loved ones. And finally, we ask
That they may return safely to serve you and our Country in the days and years to
Come.
 Amen.












I. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

The Kansas American Legion Riders is a program sponsored by The American Legion Department of Kansas. Its purpose is to participate in and promote the aims and purposes of The American Legion Department of Kansas including but not limited to the programs of The American Legion. The Kansas American Legion Riders shall be known as the Kansas Chapter and local Chapters sponsored by an American Legion Post shall be known by the name and number of its sponsoring Post.

Pursuant to Article V, Section 9, Sub-section A of the American Legion Department of Kansas Bylaws the Department Commander shall recommend to the Executive Committee for their approval members and nominate the Chairman to the Department American Legion Riders Committee as necessary, subject to approval of the Department Executive Committee.

As a motorcycle association the Kansas American Legion Riders shall:

I. Promote motorcycle safety while providing a social atmosphere for members of The American Legion family who share common interests in serving veterans, their communities and motorcycling.

II. Promote, support and participate in the programs and ceremonies of The American Legion including calling for a full accounting of all prisoners of war and those missing in action; and honoring our nation’s fallen soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines, and to support their families.

III. Not have authority to enter into any formal association or club/council membership with any outside organization that may act, collect monies or vote in any manner outside the control of The American Legion.

IV. Avoid the perception of being a “motorcycle club” or biker club”.

V. As ambassadors of The American Legion family, Riders will always represent the organization in a manner in keeping with the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion; “For God and Country , we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of American; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to Prosperity the principles of justice. Freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.”




II. KANSAS CHAPTERS

A complete list of current sponsoring Posts and chartered American Legion Rider
Chapters can be found at kansasalr.com.

III. MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

As per Article II, Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4, of the Department of Kansas Constitution, American Legion Rider members must:
a. First be a member of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion whose annual dues are current in their respective organization or program, and whose application for membership in the American Legion Riders has been approved by the sponsoring Post.

b. Must own and be licensed to operate a motorcycle of at least 250cc or be the spouse of a licensed owner who is a current member of The American Legion Riders. 

c. Membership in The American Legion Riders may be retained and continued if after one year:
i. A member becomes disabled to an extent which prevents them from physically operating a motorcycle safely; or be the surviving spouse of a member who was the owner and operator as defined in Section B above, or the spouse of a disabled member who meets the requirements in this Sub-section;
ii. Is approved for continued membership by a majority vote of the Chapter’s general membership.

IV. CHAIN OF COMMAND

The Chain of Command for all members of the Kansas American Legion Riders is:

Member to their ALR Chapter Director, to the Commander of the sponsoring Post, to the Area Director, to the Department ALR Chairman/Committee, to the Department Adjutant, to the Department Commander and the Department Executive Committee.

Department Committee members, Area Directors, Secretary and Webmaster:
 
The Commander of The American Legion Department of Kansas shall make all appointments to the Kansas American Legion Riders Department Committee as provided in the Bylaws of The American Legion Department of Kansas.  Committee members must be members of The American Legion in the Department of Kansas and The Kansas American Legion Riders in good standing and shall consist of one Chairman and two Committeemen. 
 
a. The Department Chairman may, with the consent of the Committee, appoint up to nine Area Directors, an ALR Secretary and an ALR Webmaster each of whom may be dismissed at the direction of the Department Executive Committee or Rider Committee.  
b. The Area Directors must be members in good standing in the Kansas American Legion Family and Kansas American Legion Riders and shall:

i. Hold a quarterly meeting with the Chapters within their respected area.
ii. Ensure that all of the Chapters are following the By-Laws and Handbook guidelines
iii. Forward the calendar of events to all of the Chapters within their areas
iv. Forward the calendar of events from the Chapters to the ALR Secretary to be placed on the Calendar of events
v. Forward any correspondences from the ALR Chairman to the Chapters
vi. Keep all Chapters Officer information up to date which includes but not limited to phone number and email address
vii. Ensure the Chapter Directors are aware and responsible for the end of year reports and turned in and consolidated by December of each year.
viii. Check all Chapter information for the Calendar of events and/or flyers prior to distribution
ix. Ensure that when one or more Chapters conduct an event that one Chapter is in charge and the ALR Chairman is aware of this event
x. Attend the yearly ALR State Rally and serve as a Sergeant of Arms for the rally

c. The ALR Secretary and ALR Webmaster shall be members in good standing of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion in the Department or Detachment of Kansas and the Kansas American Legion Riders. Duties performed at the direction of the ALR Chairman and the ALR Committee.

V. AMERICAN LEGION, SONS, AND AUXILIARY EMBLEMS

The reproduction of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American Legion emblems, trademarks, service marks, trade names and service names require permission of the National Adjutant. Forms for obtaining permission for their reproduction are available from Department Headquarters. All requests must be signed by the sponsoring Post Commander or Adjutant before submittal to the Department Adjutant for his signature and forwarding to the National Adjutant. Questions regarding the reproduction and usage of the name(s) or emblem(s) of The American Legion including the American Legion Rider program should be directed to the Department Adjutant. 

VI. OFFICIAL KANSAS AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS BACK PATCH

As per Article V of the Department of Kansas American Legion Riders Bylaws:

The “Official Kansas American Legion Rider Back Patch” is to be a single three line patch containing the National American Legion Rider emblem ordered through Department Headquarters and purchased from National Emblem Sales. Department Headquarters will provide Posts a form which can be downloaded from kansasalr.com that must be completed and returned for the Department Adjutant’s signature and forwarding to National Emblem Sales. The 8.5 by 12 inch, three line, oval back patch which may have a black or gold border as provided by National Emblem Sales; add-on borders or other alterations to back patches is prohibited. Line 1 shall display the city/town of the sponsoring Post; Line two shall include the word Post followed by the sponsoring Post’s number; Line three shall be Kansas Chapter.

a. Only official American Legion Rider Back Patches may be worn on a vest or jacket at any American Legion Rider events.
b. No rockers are allowed to be worn with the “Official Kansas American Legion Rider Back Patch”. No Post numbers besides line 2 of the official back patch and on the front breast patch is authorized.
Exception: Military Service Branch, Military operation/status for example “Operation Desert Storm” and “Retired”, motorcycle brand or model owner association patches are permitted.
c. The American Legion and its programs are to project a positive image at all times therefore under no circumstances may any obscene or offensive patch, pin, or other device which conveys a negative message be displayed on an American Legion Riders vest or other article of clothing, or motorcycle when the emblem of The American Legion or any of its programs is also displayed. The final authority of what constitutes obscene, offensive or negative message shall be the Department American Legion Chairman. Appeals may be made to the Department Executive Committee provided the offending item is removed until such time as the Executive Committee renders its decision.
i. No other motorcycle club, group, or organization name or emblem may be displayed on the same article of clothing with The American Legion Riders name or emblem.

VII. VESTS AND JACKET FRONTS

As per Article VI of the Department of Kansas American Legion Riders Bylaws:

Vests and jackets displaying the American Legion Rider Back Patch must display the following patches.
a. A United States Flag patch on the upper left breast area of the garment. 
i. Nothing may be displayed above the US Flag.
b. The American Legion Family affiliation patch the member belongs to (American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion) on the left breast of the garment below the United States Flag.
i. Members may include small rockers with their affiliation patch designating their individual Post, Unit, or Squadron number and city.
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The above illustration shows the required arrangement for the standard “three line” back patch required of all Kansas ALR members on a vest or jacket any American Legion Rider events. The only rockers permitted are the small Home Post and City displayed on the left front above and below the members’ affiliation patch. Additional optional patches are permitted provided they conform to Article V, Section D, sub-sections i and ii of the Kansas American Legion Bylaws.









VIII. FLAG DISPLAY ORDER OF PRECEDENCE FOR

The order of precedence for flags is National, State, Military, and Other.

According to the Department of Defense Directive 1005.8, the prescribed precedence of military flags is determined by service birthdays. The appropriate order is given below:

Army Birthday --14 June 1775
Marine Corps Birthday – 10 November 1775
Navy Birthday – 13 Oct 1775-Abolished Feb 1781-Reinstated 7 Sep 1781
Air Force Birthday – 18 September 1947
*Coast Guard Birthday – 4 August 1790

*According to the Institute of Heraldry and in keeping with the order in which troops are listed in Department of Defense Directive 1005.8, during peacetime the Coast Guard falls under the Department of Homeland Security. During wartime, if the Coast Guard comes under the control of the Department of Defense, then the Coast Guard flag would come before the Air Force flag in order of precedence.

Organization flags such as The American Legion and POW/MIA are displayed following the military flags.

IX. DISPLAYING A US FLAG ON A MOTORCYCLE
When the US flag is flown alone, it needs be at the center on the back of the motorcycle, or to its "marching right." The "marching right" is on the right side of the motorcycle to the rider's perspective when facing forward. If the US Flag is on your bike with another, it should be to its "marching right." All flags flown with the US Flag are the same size and at the same height of the US Flag. While the US Flag is on your bike with several other flags the US flag is placed at the center and highest. Other flags should be arranged in alphabetical order and in decreasing importance - Nations first, states (in order of admittance) and territories second, military third (in order of establishment), and then any others.
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\ staggered formation is essential on freeways

and interstates. Fnter in single file and form up

INTERSTATES AND FREEWAYS

entered the interstate. In heavier traffic, resist

the temptation to close up the formation too

only after safely merging onto the roadway: Your
Lead rider should maintain a merging speed
that will allow enough space for following
tiders to safely merge. Since riding in a group
doesn’t change vour right-of-way, be alert to
the fact that cars entering or exiting may cut
through your formation if vour group is
traveling in the far right lane. It may be better
onto another roadway
to move the group over one lane when -

evervone has safely

much. Naintain vour space cushion and at
least your onc-second/two-second staggered

formation following distance

Lxiting an interstate always requires a single-
file formation. Doing so provides more time
and space to react to whatever is at

the end of the exit lane, or allows vou to merge

When vour group wants to pass slower traffic

as a group (or change lanes) on a freeway or

interstate. the group may pass as a unit

When it is safe and legal, the Lead rider
should signal the lane change when they have

determined the entire group can change lanes
and pass as a unit. The other riders then
follow this lead and signal one at a time to
move into the nest lane.

On a two-lane highway, when passing slower
traffic such as construction or farm vehicles,
the group should pass one at a time. Take
special care if passing slower vehicles o horse-
drawn carriages such as those that the Amish
use. Be courteous and safe by only using
marked passing zones. The leader should

signal intentions first and then pull out when

itis safe and legal. After completing the

~ PASSING

pass, the leader should returm to the left lane
position and continue at a passing speed to
leave room for the nest rider, then the net
tider should move up to the left position and
watch for a

afe chance to pass. After passing.
this rider should return to the right position
and open up room for the next rider. The rest
of the group should follow the same pattern.

Some people suggest that the Lead rider
should move to the right side after passing a
vehiele. This is not a good idea. It encourages
the second rider to pass and cut back in hefore
there is a large enough space cushion in front
of the passed vehicle. I6s simpler and safer to
wait until there is cnough room ahead of the

passed vehicle to allow each rider to move into

the same position held before the pass.

- . PARKING

-

ac

geal

and departure smooth. 1f this isn't possible, try to position the

motoreycles so that the group can depart as a unit in single file.

Parking as a group has many benefits. 1 parking is organized, you get
vour group off their bikes more quickly. You also run less risk of blocking
ss to others trving to park in the lot. Avoid parking downhill or
head-in, or vou may find you need to use vour fellow riders as a reverse

1Ty to park where you can pull through to make both the arrival

l





image9.png
\ staggered formation is essential on freeways

and interstates. Fnter in single file and form up

INTERSTATES AND FREEWAYS

entered the interstate. In heavier traffic, resist

the temptation to close up the formation too

only after safely merging onto the roadway: Your
Lead rider should maintain a merging speed
that will allow enough space for following
tiders to safely merge. Since riding in a group
doesn’t change vour right-of-way, be alert to
the fact that cars entering or exiting may cut
through your formation if vour group is
traveling in the far right lane. It may be better
onto another roadway
to move the group over one lane when -

evervone has safely

much. Naintain vour space cushion and at
least your onc-second/two-second staggered

formation following distance

Lxiting an interstate always requires a single-
file formation. Doing so provides more time
and space to react to whatever is at

the end of the exit lane, or allows vou to merge

When vour group wants to pass slower traffic

as a group (or change lanes) on a freeway or

interstate. the group may pass as a unit

When it is safe and legal, the Lead rider
should signal the lane change when they have

determined the entire group can change lanes
and pass as a unit. The other riders then
follow this lead and signal one at a time to
move into the nest lane.

On a two-lane highway, when passing slower
traffic such as construction or farm vehicles,
the group should pass one at a time. Take
special care if passing slower vehicles o horse-
drawn carriages such as those that the Amish
use. Be courteous and safe by only using
marked passing zones. The leader should

signal intentions first and then pull out when

itis safe and legal. After completing the

~ PASSING

pass, the leader should returm to the left lane
position and continue at a passing speed to
leave room for the nest rider, then the net
tider should move up to the left position and
watch for a

afe chance to pass. After passing.
this rider should return to the right position
and open up room for the next rider. The rest
of the group should follow the same pattern.

Some people suggest that the Lead rider
should move to the right side after passing a
vehiele. This is not a good idea. It encourages
the second rider to pass and cut back in hefore
there is a large enough space cushion in front
of the passed vehicle. I6s simpler and safer to
wait until there is cnough room ahead of the

passed vehicle to allow each rider to move into

the same position held before the pass.

- . PARKING

-

ac

geal

and departure smooth. 1f this isn't possible, try to position the

motoreycles so that the group can depart as a unit in single file.

Parking as a group has many benefits. 1 parking is organized, you get
vour group off their bikes more quickly. You also run less risk of blocking
ss to others trving to park in the lot. Avoid parking downhill or
head-in, or vou may find you need to use vour fellow riders as a reverse

1Ty to park where you can pull through to make both the arrival

l





image9.emf

image1.jpg
?\\\]\E RI CA/\/





image2.emf

