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KANSAS AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
11TH ANNUAL INSTATE
[image: ]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PUBLIC INVITED TO WELCOME THE KANSAS LEGACY RUN 
TO THEIR COMMUNITIES

A Ride for Veterans and Children
The Kansas Legacy Run, hosted by the Kansas American Legion Riders, will take place June 12-14, 2026, starting at American Legion Post #45 in Junction City and traveling through the central and west region of the state. This annual event raises awareness and funds for the American Legion Veterans and Children Foundation, which supports veterans, their families, and children facing urgent hardships while also funding expert claims representation for disability benefits and other services.
The Legacy Run includes visits to American Legion Posts, memorials, cemeteries, the Winfield Veterans Home and the Kansas Soldiers Home at Fort Dodge. Ceremonies to honor fallen heroes are performed. Fuel stops, lodging, and meals are carefully planned. Local organizations and individuals are encouraged to present donations during Post and meal stops, fostering community involvement.
Inspired by the nationwide American Legion Legacy Run, now in its 20th year, the Kansas event follows a structured format with riders divided into four riding platoons, led by experienced Road Captains. Safety remains a top priority, with strict rules on safety, alcohol and drug use to ensure a smooth and secure ride.
The Kansas Legion Riders, led by state Chairman Barry “Smoke” Maples, oversee over 70 chapters across the state. They actively support veterans through community service, flaglines, parades, and fundraising efforts. The public is invited to show their patriotism and support at the designated stops. Donations collected during the event will be presented on behalf of Kansas during the National Legacy Run in August.
For more information, visit www.legion.org/vcf or www.legion.org to learn more about the American Legion.

(continued)

This year the Kansas Legacy Run will start at American Legion Post #45 in Junction City and travel through the central part of the state. Here are the stops and times for Day 1:
	Departing
	Time
	Miles
	Destination
	Arrival
	Length (min)
	Notes

	Junction City Post 45
	8:00 AM
	70
	Emporia Post 12
	9:27 AM
	30
	Comfort Stop and gas if you need it

	Emporia Post 12
	9:57 AM
	70
	El Dorado Post 81
	11:24 AM
	75
	Lunch stop and gas

	El Dorado Post 81
	12:39 PM
	45
	Mulvane Post 136
	1:35 PM
	30
	Post visit

	Mulvane Post 136
	2:05 PM
	30
	Winfield Veterans Home
	2:42 PM
	60
	Visit with residents

	Winfield Veterans Home
	3:42 PM
	5
	Winfield Memorial Park
	3:48 PM
	
	Wreath laying and end of day




Day 2: Our second day will begin in Winfield and travel through Central Kansas to Hutchinson:
	Departing
	Time
	Miles
	Destination
	Arrival
	Length (min)
	Notes

	Winfield Walmart
	8:30 AM
	68
	Anthony Memorial Park
	9:55 AM
	30
	Wreath Laying

	Anthony Memorial Park
	10:25 AM
	37
	Barber County Veterans Memorial
	11:11 AM
	30
	Wreath Laying

	Barber Co. Veterans Memorial
	11:41 AM
	1
	Casey's Medicine Lodge
	11:42 AM
	30
	Gas stop

	Casey's Medicine Lodge
	12:12 PM
	29
	Pratt Ampride
	12:48 PM
	60
	Lunch on your own

	Pratt (Lunch)
	
	
	Pratt Meetup (Hampel Oil - 921 N Main St)
	1:50 PM
	15
	Staging for afternoon

	Pratt Meetup (Hampel Oil - 921 N Main St)
	2:05 PM
	3
	Pratt B-29 Memorial
	2:08 PM
	30
	Wreath Laying

	Pratt B-29 Memorial
	2:38 PM
	27
	Stafford Co. Veterans Memorial
	3:11 PM
	30
	Wreath Laying

	Stafford Veterans Memorial
	3:41 PM
	39
	Reno County Veterans Memorial
	4:29 PM
	30
	Wreath Laying



Day 3: We’ll begin in Hutchinson and finish at Fort Dodge.
	Departing
	Time
	Miles
	Destination
	Arrival
	Length (min)
	Notes

	Hutchinson Post 68
	8:00 AM
	59
	Great Bend Post 180
	9:13 AM
	60
	Post visit

	Great Bend Post 180
	10:13 AM
	23
	Larned Qwik Shop
	10:41 AM
	30
	Gas stop

	Larned Qwik Shop
	11:11 AM
	60
	Fort Dodge Soldiers Home
	12:26 PM
	60
	Visit with residents and End of Run




The public is invited to join us along the route and welcome the riders. If you wish to contribute financially, please send your donation to American Legion Department of Kansas, 1314 SW Topeka Blvd. Topeka, KS. 66612. Please include “Kansas Legacy Run” in the memo area of your check. You can also donate using PayPal – send your donation to @KansasLegacyRun.

The American Legion Riders encourage any interviews to be done before 7:30 AM each day of Annual Kansas American Legion Legacy Run, as riders will need to be briefed before departing for the day’s ride. 

We encourage your coverage for the good of our communities and businesses to participate by posting this press release immediately.  If you have questions about details of the route and when we are expected to arrive in your community, please contact us at the numbers below.  Thank you for your consideration. 


For more information contact:
	Chris Krueger
KLR Committee Chairman
620-792-9763
kansaslegacyrun@gmail.com

	Barry Maples
Department Chairman/KLR Committeeman

legionridersdirector@kansaslegion.org



www.kansasalr.com 
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