GMRS Radio guidance
· CBs are on the way out
· First appeared in 1949
· They’re either not available or extremely high cost
· Short range
· Wired connection to helmet
· GMRS radios were used on RFTW and ALLR in 2025
· All Bluetooth – no wiring needed
· Much better range than CBs - 3 miles or more line of sight
· Less static
· Excellent page from RFTW on GMRS radios: https://forum.rftw.us/t/2025-radio-comms-joint-statement-from-all-four-route-coordinators/53 
· Radio used on RFTW and ALLR:
· BTech GMRS-PRO - $155
· IP67 waterproof
· All day battery life
· Available on the BTech website (https://baofengtech.com/product/gmrs-pro/ref/gmrs/?campaign=bluetoothradio ), or on Amazon
· FCC GMRS license
· $35 - good for 10 years and covers all family members - see here for more info on the license: https://radiothoughts.com/how-to-get-gmrs-license/ 
· High vs low power channels 
· Low power channels do not require a license, but they transmit at 0.5 watts vs 5 watts
· See here for channel list: https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/FRS/GMRS_combined_channel_chart 
· Specific settings fine tuned on the 2025 ALLR
· Using CTCSS to avoid outside traffic
· More on CTCSS: https://www.baofengradio.com/blogs/news/a-guide-to-radio-ctcss-dcs 
· High gain antenna (https://baofengtech.com/product/nagoya-na-771/)
· PTT switch (https://baofengtech.com/product/bs-ptt/)
· Headset
· Cardo models
· Spirit, Spirit HD, Packtalk
· Sena
· 20S, 30S, etc
· We had the best results with only having the radio paired to the headset – not the phone.
· Radio mount & adapter
· RAM Mounts (this is what I have used for 20+ years for various mounting solutions, but there is other stuff out there)
· Clutch/brake mount: https://rammount.com/products/ram-b-309-2u 
· Arms and other stuff: https://rammount.com/collections/shop?query=arm&fallbackQuery=catch 
· Bulletpoint Mounting Solutions
· Radio holder: https://www.bulletpointmountingsolutions.com/collections/radio-holders/products/handheld-radio-holder-with-20mm-ball
· Adapter for RAM mount 1” (B-size) ball: https://www.bulletpointmountingsolutions.com/collections/connectors-and-adapters/products/20mm-flange-socket-to-1-inch-25mm-ball 
· Modifications to the radio holder:
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